
 

 

Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education 

 

The regular meeting of the Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education (CAC)  

was held on Monday, April 17, 2017 at 6:30 p.m., in the School Administration Building  

(2512 George Mason Drive; Virginia Beach, VA 23456). 

 

Voting members present: Sandy Beale-Berry, Kristin Burney, Jill Campbell, Amy Converse, 

Yoon Do, Amanda Fox, Ginger Ploeger, Tanya Ramirez, Evan Rice, Humberto Zuniga 

 

 

 

 

Voting members not present: Ryan Luzak, April Cobos, Gary Webster 

Ex-Officio members present: Dr. Veleka Gatling, Leah Krueger, Kay Roberson, Meghann 

Scott 

Ex-Officio members not present: Sun-Siret Betancourt, Hailey Cahoon, Anne Baker  

 

Guests: Cindy Becker (Cox HS Zone), Michelle Wickum (Princess Anne HS Zone) Barbara 

Kennedy (Coordinator of Gifted Programs), Robin Schumaker (Coordinator of Gifted Programs), 

Dornswálo Wilkins-McCorey (Gifted Instructional Specialist) 

I.  Welcome – Introduction(s)  

 Ms. Beale-Berry welcomed guests and members.  

II.  Special Order/Topics  

A. Public Comments 

Ms. Michelle Wickum, a parent at Princess Anne High School, offered commentary for CAC 

members regarding The Governor’s School for the Arts (GSA), including the current practice 

of graduates not being allowed to wear GSA “honors” medallions at VBCPS graduation 

ceremonies. Ms. Beale-Berry asked if any members wanted to ask clarifying questions and 

none were offered.  

III. Business Meeting - Call to Order  

Ms. Beale-Berry called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm. 

A. Approval of Minutes from March 13, 2017 

Ms. Beale-Berry asked for a motion to approve the March minutes. Ms. Campbell moved and 

Ms. Converse seconded. The motion passed. 

IV.  Unfinished Business 

A. Bylaws  

Ms. Beale-Berry distributed copies of the revised CAC Bylaws that were reviewed and 

approved at the March meeting. Members were asked to add the copy to their binders. 

B. Membership  

Ms. Campbell discussed the At-Large position that will be vacated by Ms. Cobos at the end 

of the current school year. The vacancy is being advertised to parents through various 

channels by gifted resource teachers (GRTs), including social media and newsletters. 



 

 

Committee members will review any nomination forms received monthly and will hold a 

vote at the September 2017 CAC meeting. 

C. Conclusion of High School Site Visit Reports  

Ms. Ploeger visited Ocean Lakes ES; Mr. Rice visited Tallwood HS; Ms. Ramirez visited 

Salem HS/Visual and Performing Arts Academy (VPA); Ms. Burney and Mr. Webster 

visited North Landing ES; Ms. Campbell visited Lynnhaven MS; and Mr. Zuniga visited 

Bayside ES. Each member shared highlights from their visits and made recommendations for 

program improvement based on site visits. These recommendations will be discussed at a 

later meeting and may be added to the June School Board report. 

 

Other topics discussed: 

 Ensuring rising 9th graders are aware of the HS gifted resource program and 

availability of a GRT in each building. 

 The need to reduce GRT collateral duties, particularly at the high school level (the 

Virtual Virginia mentor role) in order to allow for more time to collaborate with 

teachers and perform the required duties of the GRT position.  

 Is it possible to ensure that each student at every school receive equitable gifted 

resources and time with the GRT? 

 GRTs may need professional development on utilizing the districts’ direct messaging 

system (BlackBoard Connect) to assist in communication efforts K-12. 

 Members may want to consider conducting site visits in pairs. 

Ms. Beale-Berry noted that the time was 8:00 p.m. and asked for a motion to extend the 

meeting by 10 minutes. Mr. Zuniga moved; Ms. Burney seconded. Extension unanimously 

carried.  

V. New Business 

A. Elementary Site Visit Reports 

Ms. Beale-Berry recommended that any remaining Elementary Site Visit Reports be 

discussed at the May meeting and the committee agreed by consensus.  

B. Annual Report to the School Board 

Ms. Beale-Berry asked the committee to review the copies provided of the 2016 School 

Board recommendations that were presented in June 2016. She asked members to compare 

the 2016 recommendations and look for correlations with items consistently noted during 

2016-17 site visits. The CAC will work in May and June to compile a list of 

recommendations to present to the School Board on June 20, 2017.  

 

Mr. Rice asked the committee to review the public comments that were presented by Ms. 

Wickum at the beginning of the meeting regarding the wearing of GSA “honors” medallions 

at VBCPS graduation ceremonies. Ms. Campbell suggested the committee write a letter of 

support to the present to the School Board. The committee engaged in conversation about 

this issue. Ms. Campbell offered to draft a letter on the committee’s behalf and the committee 

agreed to review it before asking CAC Chair Ryan Luzak to send the letter on the CAC’s 

behalf.  

 



 

 

VI.  Adjournment  

Ms. Beale-Berry asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.; the committee agreed 

by consensus. 

The next meeting of the CAC will be held on Monday, May 8, 2017 in the School Administration Building 

(2512 George Mason Drive; Virginia Beach, VA 23456). 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Emily Assmus  

Office Associate 

Department of Teaching & Learning 

Office of Programs for Exceptional Children 


